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Sunsites-Pearce Fire District 

Regular Meeting  

August 27, 2013 
 

1.    Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 10:30 a.m. by Mr. Schelling.   

 

2.   Pledge of Allegiance – Cletus Frei led the attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

3. Call to the Public – See attached letter drafted and read by Mrs. Louise Lance  

 

4. Consent Agenda 

A. Approval of Warrants.  Mr. Schelling approved all Warrants. 

 

B. Financial Reports.  Jill Schultz went over the Financial Reports with Mr. Schelling.  See 

Attached Report.  Schultz explained the changes required for financial reporting.  Many of 

the requested financial documents were being done, however due to the discrepancies in 

Quickbooks, a correct financial statement could not be completed.  The new Auditor has 

corrected the Chart of Accounts, therefore the financials are correct and in compliance with 

the new regulations.  A new program has been worked out with Fry Fire who processes the 

District’s ambulance billings, whereby both Fry and the District will be tracking the 

Accounts Receivable for Ambulance Revenue.  In addition, while working with the Auditor 

it was found that several accounts had been turned over to Cochise Collections as far back as 

2008.  Interim Chief Steinberg nor Schultz were aware that the District had accounts in 

collection with them.  Furthermore, many of the accounts in collection are collectible.  

Cochise Collection was lacking information to process the account.  Schultz provided all the 

new required financials to Mr. Schelling.   

 

C. Approval of Expenses.  Mr. Schelling approved all Expenses. 

 

D. Approval of Minutes Mr. Schelling approved the Minutes from the July 16, 2013 

Regular Meeting and Budget Adoption Public Hearing.   

 

5. Action Agenda. 

A. Discuss and possibly vote on posting a Notice for Bid for an HVAC Unit and 

Installation of same for the Station.   

 Mr. Schelling approved posting Notice of Bids at the current time, however indicated that 

the job could not be done until November when the tax revenue comes in.  It was 

indicated it must be installed by a licensed and bonded contractors and a permit would be 

pulled.   



 

“Sunsites-Pearce Fire District is an Equal Opportunity Provide and Employer 
 

6. Fire Chief’s Report.  Interim Chief Steinberg presented the Fire Chief’s Report.  He 

reported the number of EMS and Fire calls the District had over the past month.  Over the past 

month there were 38 EMS calls and 13 Fire Calls.  The total EMS and Fire calls year to date are 

372.   

 

 Training:  Interim Chief Steinberg reviewed with the Public the training sessions the 

firefighters have been completing for the week, including PPV scenarios, Altair gas meters, 

forcible entry, portable tanks and drafting.  Monthly training was postponed due to assignments.   

 

 EMS training through SVRHC was conducted on August 10, 2013.  The training was 

conducted at Sierra Vista Regional Hospital and entailed BLS airways.  The District is also 

working with LifeNet to offer additional continuing education.   

 

 As previously mentioned at the last Regular Meeting, Admin/Secretary Schultz, Captain 

Escarcega and Interim Chief Steinberg attended the free fingerprint and background inspections 

class in Tucson on July 23, 2013.  There were many changes to made to be in compliance with 

the new statutes. 

 Admin Schultz will be attending the ASRS mandatory meeting in Sierra Vista on August 

29, 2013 for a review of ASRS pension and health care changes for the District. 

 Captain Escarcega will be attending the Arizona State Fire School in Phoenix beginning 

on Sept. 4
th

 thru the 8
th

.  He is completing the Fire Instructor 2 Class. 

 Wildland:  We have been on additional Wildland assignments since the last meeting.  

The assignments were; August 10, 2013, the Butler fire in California. E301 is still on that 

assignment. We currently have $ 25,275.12 billed out for the Carpenter 1, Rough, Bisbee, and 

Texas summit fires.   That does not include the Butler fire.  Doce fire, Manzora, Dragoon, and 

the Greatland Fire, have been paid.  Wildland overtime as of July 30, 2013 was $6,000; we will 

be reimbursed this cost.   

Hazardous Materials: 

Regional Haz Mat team training is today, August 27, 2013 at Sierra Vista Fire.  Due to 

scheduling and this meeting, neither Captain Escarcega nor I were able to attend. 

Maintenance: 

A. Medic 302 is still on limited use due to oil leak.  We will be repairing soon. 

B. Command 30 has been repaired at Tucson Dodge.  The total repair costs were 

$3,321.96.  The front track bar, bushings, tie rod ends, steering linkage, rear 

shocks, air filter, radiator hoses, radiator flush, fuel service and filter, transmission 

flush and service, front end alignment, rear pinion seal, rear u-joints,  
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 C.   Engine 301 is in service and running well. 

 D.  T 309 is out of service, fuel leak, carburetor needs to be rebuilt.  Also someone       

has been tampering with it at Ash Creek School, fuel siphoned.    

Communications: 

A. Back flow preventers have had annual inspection and passed. 

 

B. CPR program is off the ground and classes will be scheduled soon.  This program 

 is through the Sunsites-Pearce Fire Fighters Association L2146.   

 

C.  It has been brought to our attention that there is a person calling citizens in the 

 area and requesting money.  We believe this is a scam.  Please be careful. 

 

D. Chris Smetana has resigned his full time Paramedic/Fire Fighter position and is 

 now part time, we wish him well.  Allen Hershey has accepted the vacant full 

 time Paramedic/Fire Fighter position.  We are very excited that Mr. Hershey has 

 joined our district full time. 

 

E. Fire District Open House will be held on October 12, 2013 from 1100-1400hrs.  

 Fire district staff will be planning and coordinating this event.   

 

F. Admin/Secretary Schultz and I have been meeting with the auditor here at the 

 station and are making progress in correcting the QuickBooks issues and accounts 

 receivable tracking.   

 

G.      Cookes Graphics has been in working on the district computers and repairing the             

 network.  Mr. Cookes will be submitting an estimate to rebuild the districts 

 website.   

 

H. P.O. Box 412 is being cancelled at the end of the month.   

 

I. We are working with the Cochise County Sheriff’s Office in an attempt to have an             

 expired medication drop box installed at the station.  We are hoping to have this 

 in place soon.   

 

 Mr. Schelling inquired if Mr. Saunders was working with Monika Patience, the newly 

appointed Auditor.  Steinberg indicated that Mr. Saunders was not cooperating very well. 

 

 7.    Adjourn – There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:58 a.m.  

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jill Schultz 












	Aug 27, 2013 Approved Regular Meeting.pdf
	CCF10042013_00003.pdf
	CCF10042013_00004.pdf
	CCF10042013_00005.pdf
	CCF10042013_00006.pdf
	CCF10042013_00007.pdf

